Marked response to a cisplatin/docetaxel/temozolomide combination in a heavily pretreated patient with metastatic large cell neuroendocrine lung carcinoma.
At present, there is no clear consensus on the most appropriate treatment approach for large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma of the lung. Large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma lesions differ from other nonsmall cell lung carcinomas in that they have a particularly aggressive clinical behaviour and extremely poor prognosis. We report a 52-year-old woman large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma patient with progressive stage IV disease in the chest, liver, adrenal glands and, particularly, the brain, who achieved a marked response to a fourth-line combination of docetaxel, cisplatin and temozolomide. This regimen significantly improved her quality of life and survival. The good response obtained in this heavily pretreated patient adds to the evidence regarding the use of temozolomide in patients with lung cancer with brain metastases.